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Dear Provider,

Last month, the Area Agency on Aging District 7 (AAA7) held a meeting to educate you about
proposed changes to how healthcare, including long-term care services, will be provided for seniors
and those with disabilities in Ohio. We provided you with information produced by Ohio’s Office of
Health Transformation (OHT). This information was in the form of a concept paper.

We are writing you now to alert you to a new phase in this process. On February 27, 2012, Ohio
Medicaid released a draft proposal to integrate care for Medicare-Medicaid enrollees (“dual eligible”
individuals). The draft demonstration proposal for an Integrated Care Delivery System (ICDS) builds
on a conceptual model that was released by OHT on January 10, 2012. You may access the proposal
through the OHT website at www.healthtransformation.ohio.gov. On the right side of the webpage,
click on the recently added link, “Proposal: Medicare-Medicaid Integrated Care Delivery System”.
Scroll to the bottom and you will find a link titled “Ohio Medicaid Releases Draft ICDS Proposal,
Timeline, and Summary (2/27/12).”

The Office of Health Transformation website states that the draft ICDS demonstration proposal remains
a work in progress and will be posted on the OHT Website for 30 days of public comment. Input from
consumers, family caregivers and other stakeholders is essential to the process and will be used to
develop the proposal that Ohio will submit to the federal Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services
(CMS) on March 30, 2012.

The AAA7 urges all Providers to review this proposal in order to become aware of the proposed changes
to Ohio’s healthcare system. OHT will accept comments about the proposal until March 27, 2012.
These comments will help shape the final product that is sent to CMS.  As proposed, all Ohioans
formerly exempt from managed care (except the developmentally disabled) will now be required
to be in a managed care plan. For those who are eligible for both Medicare and Medicaid, they
will be enrolled in a managed care plan that administers their Medicare (doctors, hospitals, medical
care) and Medicaid (long-term services and supports such as PASSPORT, Choices and Assisted
Living) spending. In managed care plans, the managed care entities put together provider panels
with the agencies and companies that they utilize. Consumers use only the providers in those
panels. According to the proposal, Area Agencies on Aging would no longer administer the
PASSPORT, Choices, and Assisted Living Programs once the plan is implemented.

continued...
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Now is the time to engage in the process.  Please take the time to read the proposal and share your
thoughts with OHT. It is important you share your thoughts and suggestions before changes are
made and set in stone. You may also wish to begin sharing your thoughts about the proposal with
other business leaders in your community as well as local officials such as county commissioners.
The changes proposed will affect how seniors, as well as any citizen eligible for both Medicaid
and Medicare, receive healthcare and long-term care in our communities.

Stakeholders have several options to learn about and provide input on the draft proposal.

Submit Comments in Writing To
Harry Saxe, ICDS Project Manager
Office of Ohio Health Plans
50 West Town Street
Columbus, Ohio 43215
E-mail: harry.saxe@jfs.ohio.gov
Comments must be submitted by March 27, 2012.

Open Hearing for Consumers, Family Caregivers and Advocates
Tuesday, March 20, 2012 from 1:00 pm - 5:00 pm
Rhodes State Office Tower Lobby Hearing Room
Rhodes State Office Tower, 30 East Broad Street, Columbus, OH 43215

If you have questions or concerns about the proposal and our need to engage in the stakeholder process,
please do not hesitate to call us at 1-800-582-7277 and we will do our best to assist you.
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Area Agency on Aging District 7, Inc. Training Calendar
APRIL 11, 2012—SENSITIVITY TO AGING
Visit http://www.aaa7.org to access “Sensitivity to Aging” brochure/registration.

MAY 3, 2012—DRIVE
Visit http://www.aaa7.org to access “Drive” training. Registration deadline is April 26, 2012.

JULY 17, 2012-THE DYNAMICS OF DIVERSITY
Time: 9:00-4:30 Location: Christopher Conference Center, 20 N. Plaza Blvd., Chillicothe, OH 45601
Trainer: Marcella Balin, RN, BSN Cost: $75 CEUs: 5.5 hours for SW/C, the Ohio Board of Nursing
accepts events approved for social workers for continuing nursing education. Application has been made
for BENHA hours.

OCTOBER 3, 2012—SENSITIVITY TO AGING
Visit http://www.aaa7.org to access “Sensitivity to Aging” brochure/registration.

OCTOBER 30, 2012—DRIVE
 Visit http://www.aaa7.org to access “Drive” training. Registration deadline is October 18, 2012.

UPCOMING DENTAL CLINICS

If you know of someone that needs dental work done,
they need to call and have their name  put on the schedule.

March 26 ~ Jackson SC ~ 740-286-2909

April 16 ~ Highland SC ~ 937-393-4745
April 23 ~ Highland SC ~ 937-393-4745

May 14 ~ Adams SC ~ 937-544-3979
May 21 ~ Adams SC ~ 937-544-3979
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Celebrating 40 Years of Service to Our Community!
Pamela K. Matura, Executive Director, Area Agency on Aging District 7
January 2012 Monthly Column

2012 is an exciting year for our Agency as we celebrate 40 years of service to
our district!  What a great way to kick-off our year of celebration with
covering that very topic for our January Monthly Column.  We have so much
to share about our Agency and the 40 years that we have been in existence
that we will have to split the topic over the next couple months! This month,
we’ll discuss some of the history of the Area Agency on Aging
District 7 (AAA7) and program development over the years.

It all began here in 1972 when Rio Grande College in Rio Grande, Ohio, was selected to sponsor one of
only four model projects in Ohio that were funded by the US Administration on Aging to focus on the ways
and means to assist older adults living within the district.  The Area-Wide Model Project developed social
services, such as transportation, and information and referral, for older Americans in four counties, including
Gallia, Jackson, Meigs and Vinton.  Grants from the federally-legislated Older Americans Act (OAA) of
1965 and related amendments provided the funding for services, and agency operations were later expanded
to ten counties including Adams, Brown, Gallia, Highland, Jackson, Lawrence, Pike, Ross, Scioto and
Vinton.  Meigs County was later included as a part of the Area Agency on Aging District 8.  Today, the
AAA7 is one of twelve Area Agencies on Aging throughout the state of Ohio.

Program growth in the Agency occurred throughout the years.  In 1978, we added the Regional Long-Term
Care Ombudsman Program, a service mandated in the OAA that receives, investigates and acts on complaints
by older individuals and their families who are residents of long-term care facilities, and advocates for the
well-being of such individuals.  We also added the responsibility of the Nutrition Program, funded through
the Older Americans Act, to provide congregate dining opportunities and home-delivered meals through a
network of dining sites and rural routes throughout our ten counties.

In 1990, the largest expansion of services took place when the AAA7 became the administrative agency for
the PASSPORT Medicaid Waiver program.  This program, which provides in-home services to older adults
age 60 and over who medically qualify for nursing home placement and meet specific financial eligibility
requirements, includes in-home, case-managed services such as personal care, home-delivered meals, medical
transportation, adult day care, emergency response systems, and durable medical equipment.  The AAA7
currently offers this program through the traditional method or self-directed option.

In February’s Column, we’ll cover some of the other services that were added over the years as well as
recent projects and activities our Agency is currently working on.

Our Agency is dedicated to providing a number of services and assistance to our community.  Unfortunately,
many people are unaware of the valuable resources that are available to them.  By making a simple phone
call to our Agency at 1-800-582-7277, you can learn more about the resources that are available in your
community that support a safe and independent living environment for you or someone you know.  We
have trained nurses and social workers ready to answer your questions and help you determine what options
and resources are available to meet your needs.
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AAA7 Quick Notes
News Snippets for Your Information!

AAA7 TRAINING PREPARES LEADERS TO OFFER CHRONIC DISEASE SELF
MANAGEMENT CLASSES IN YOUR COMMUNITY

Interested individuals in Gallia, Highland, Jackson, Pike and Ross counties should call the AAA7
toll-free at 1-800-582-7277 and ask for extension 215 or 254 to inquire about or register for a class in

their community.  Anyone is welcome to attend the free six-week workshop.
Don’t wait, call today, and pre-register for a class in your community to support a healthier you.

30th ANNUAL SENIOR CITIZENS EXHIBIT
ART SHOW - PHOTOGRAPHY - ESSAY - POETRY

 May 14-18 and May 21-25 with Meet the Artists Tea May 25, 1:00-3:00
University of Rio Grande, Rio Grande, OH

Esther Allen Greer Museum and Gallery
Call 1-800-582-7277 or email info@aaa7.org for more information. 

LOOKING FOR A SPEAKER?
We love to speak at community meetings and functions!

Call us at 1-800-582-7277 to schedule the Area Agency on Aging District 7
for your next meeting.

FIND US ON FACEBOOK
The AAA7 is now on Facebook!

Find us at: https://www.facebook.com/AreaAgencyOnAgingDistrict7



Area Agency on Aging District 7, Inc.
F32 - URG, P.O. Box 500
Rio Grande, Ohio 45674-0500

Phone:  1-800-582-7277
TTY:  1-888-270-1550
www.aaa7.org

ROUTE

Owner/CEO  ___________

Administrator  __________

DON  ________________

Staff Development  ______

Nurse Manager  ________

Scheduler _____________

Business manager   _____

Other  ________________
The Area Agency on Aging District 7, Inc.
serves Adams, Brown, Gallia, Highland,
Jackson, Lawrence, Pike, Ross, Scioto,

 and Vinton Counties.
“Services Provided on a Non-Discriminatory Basis”

Any agency changes must be reported to the
AAA7 Quality Assurance department.  This
includes administrative staff, contact person for
referrals, supervisory RN, agency location or
mailing address, phone or fax numbers, as well
as ownership changes.  Written notification should
be sent to Debbie Radekin, QA Dept., F-32 URG,
P.O. Box 500, Rio Grande, Ohio 45674.

Seniors or caregivers who would like
information about long term care options
should be referred to The Area Agency on
Aging District 7, Inc. at 1-800-582-7277.
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